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YES WE

Yes we can! Yes we did!
But we are not done!

The 2008 election pointed
out that the voters paid attention
and wanted a change.

The condition of our
economy, jobs, health care,
education and environment
indicate there is a need for the
energy that is being demonstrated
by our new President and his
Administration. New ideas are
being explored as this new chapter
in our history unfolds.

Shiawassee County voters
expressed their desire for a new
direction. Shiawassee County
favored President Obama. U. S.
Senator Levin, Diane Hathaway
for the Michigan Supreme Court,
Sheriff Braidwood, Drain
Commissioner Newman, Road
Commissioner Michalec and
Democrats retained control of the
County Commission. We must
continue the energy we had in the
2008 elections to elect more
Democrats who will be responsive
to the needs of the general public.
We congratulate our Democratic
candidates for their energized
campaigns.

Ways to participate:
Financial help is always needed,
but your personal involvement is
more important—attend meetings
whether it’s a political, committee

DID!

or town hall meeting and become
informed on federal, state and
local issues.

April 17" is the 15"
Annual Pasta & Politics—look
inside for more. The Michigan
Democratic Party’s Annual
Jefferson-Jackson Dinner is April
25 in Detroit. The first parade
participation this year is May 16"-
--Durand Rail Road Days. August
2nd-8th is the Shiawassee County
Fair where we will have a booth.

On a personal note—there
is an article regarding
endorsements for Lt. Governor
John Cherry for governor 2010.
When | was asked for my support,
| stated that as County Chair 1 will
not make that commitment for the
Shiawassee County Democratic
Party whose policy is that the
party does not make commitments
during primaries. | gave my
personal support and joined
“Whole Lot of People Supporting
John Cherry”.

April 28" is the next
monthly meeting usually held the
4" Tuesday of the month. Check
our web site
(shiawasseedems.com) and local
newspapers for time and place or
call me at 989-743-3293.

Carol Spaniola

A NEW
SHERIFF
IN TOWN

During last year’s campaign
season | ran as a Democrat. In
November, | won as a Democrat.
And now, as a Democrat, |
proudly serve as the Sheriff of
Shiawassee County. | promised
that | was going to set the bar
high for the Sheriff’s Office, and
I did. | said that | was going to
provide the men and women in
uniform with the tools they need
to perform their duties, and |
have. Finally, | stated that as
Sheriff, 1 would stand behind
those that serve you and give
them my full support, and | have.
Undersheriff Paine and | meet
with the Lieutenants weekly and
we are confidant that a strong
chain of command has been re-
established. Also, overdue

Continued on page 3.
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ROBB BEGINS
TERM AS
COMMISSIONER

I would like to thank all of you.
Your support and assistance was
critical to our success in the
election. 1 am deeply honored to
be elected County Commissioner
for District 2.

As a new Commissioner, |
learned that Shiawassee County
has 22 different departments,
which employ 240 individuals.
Shiawassee County will spend
more than 17 million dollars
providing services to its citizens
this year.

Part of my responsibilities as a
Commissioner is that | am the
Chair of the Health and Human
Services Committee. The Health
and Human Services Committee
over sees the Health Department,
Mental Health Authority, MSU
Extension, Veterans Affairs, and
Career Alliance. 1 also serve on
the Mental Health Authority
Board, Parks and Recreation
Commission, and as an alternate

for CLS Rails to Trails. I am
enjoying being a part of and
contributing to our county’s
operation.

There are many decisions to
make. Some of the decisions are
relatively straightforward, and
some of them are very difficult.
Allocating decreasing resources
in the most effective way is a
continuing challenge. I am
finding the job of County
Commissioner to be interesting,
exciting, and challenging. | am
very pleased to have the
opportunity to represent the
residents of District 2, and the
interests of Shiawassee County.
Please feel free to discuss
concerns, ideas, suggestions and
questions with me. My E-mail is
brobb@shiawassee.net and my
home telephone is (989) 725-
2889.

Bruce M.Robb

COUNTY PARTY
OFFICERS

Chair, Carol Spaniola
Vice-Chair, Keith Keeler
Secretary, Barbara Lewis
Treasurer, Laurel Robb
Record Keeper, Bruce Robb
Membership, Fred Curtis
Public Relations, Gala White
Web Site, Christine Barry &
Chad Schoch

NEWMAN
TAKES ON
CHALLENGES
AS DRAIN
COMMISSIONER

Things here at the Drain
Office are going fairly well, so far.
My first three months in office have
been both educational and
challenging. The staff has been
very helpful in my transition to the
Drain Office.

I know that times are tough
right now and all we can do is hope
that better times are ahead (for all of
us) and our leaders will take the bull
by the horns and work together to
bring our great country back to
where it belongs.

Once again, | would like to
take this opportunity to thank you
all for your support in helping me
get elected and hope that, in the
future, some of you might run for
public office. If you are in Corunna,
stop in and see us here at the Drain
Office. We are in the Capitan
Building, between the two court
houses.

Sincerely,
Tony Newman

Shiawassee County Drain
Commissioner
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TESSIE
SWACKHAMMER

Reporting from Dire Straits

Hi there! Here | am again, Tessie
Swackhammer, political
correspondent for the Dire Straits
Gazette and regular contributor to
“Currents” the best, by gosh,
political newsletter in Shiawassee
County.

Well, the euphoria of Obama’s
election is over. Dang, but it felt
good seeing everybody smiling
and happy. And wasn’t it a great
day to see Bush moving out of the
White House!

Did you notice the Republicans
gave Obama a whole one day
honeymoon before they started
ripping him and his policies apart.
Geez, a whole day. Are they
generous, or what?

And the Republican Party
honchos can’t think of enough
bad things to say about Obama—
but never fear, Rush “The Mouth”
Limbaugh can always come up
with more trash talk. Now that
he’s the official mouthpiece for
the Republican Party we can
expect his busy little mind to
create even more obnoxious talk.

Like his statement that he hopes
Obama fails. Those words pretty
much sum up the thinking of the
party he represents. For the
Republicans Party loyalty trumps
the good of the country every
time. The Republican Party’s
philosophy has always been
“Take from the poor and middle
class and give to the obscenely
wealthy.” But if someone
suggests that the rich pay their
fair share, the Republicans
consider that socialistic welfare.

They have only one solution for
the many problems we have: tax
cuts, tax cuts, and more tax cuts—
but only for the rich. Obama has a
full plate, plus several side dishes
facing him, we should all be
hoping for him to succeed. Our
country’s (maybe even the
world’s) recovery depends on his
success, for gosh sakes.

Meanwhile, here in Dire Straits
we’ve had our first physical
confrontation about politics since
last week. It happened over at the
Rest Ye Weary Mind and Body
Sanitarium when Leona Lemon, a
rabid Republican, said to Momma
Swackhammer, a devout
Democrat, “Obama’s been in
office over 50 days already; when
the heck is he going to do
something about our country’s
problems?!” That’s when
Momma Swackhammer slugged
her in the mouth and broke poor
Leona’s bridge. “No harm done,”
Momma said, “It was just another
bridge to nowhere.”

And have you noticed that all the
TV and radio pundits are
mentioning Dire Straits. CNN
said that General Motors and

Chrysler were in Dire Straits.
Every time we turn on the news
we hear of someone else heading
our way. Angst Alley is packed
with so many people that we’ve
had to ship them out to other
places in Pitts County. We’ve sent
some to Dire Consequences and
some to Grinding Poverty.
Neither place is as nice as Dire
Straits, but what are we to do? It’s
just SRO here. Oh my, | have to
go. It looks like Michael Steel
coming my way. He’s the new
Republican National Chairman,
but not for long if he keeps on
making the conservatives mad
enough to chew on a rug. First he
insulted Rush Limbaugh and had
to apologize; then in a magazine
interview he said he thought
abortion was up to the individual.
Oh, Michael, row your boat
ashore before the righteous right
wing swamps it! See ya, Tessie

Tessie is know far and wide for
her hard hitting commentary, but
she is known to us as Gala White.

BUSH FINALLY LANDS JOB

“Hey, welcome to ...ahh...ahh...
wherever you are now.”
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15th ANNUAL PASTA & POLITICS!
FRIDAY, APRIL 17, 2009

GI GI’'S AT 3144 EAST M-21, CORUNNA
Speaker to be announced.

Our goal this election cycle this election cycle is to raise funds so we can continue to get out our
Democratic message and re-elect and elect more Democrats. Thanks to our supporters, we assisted in electing
Democrats—President Obama, re-elected U.S. Senator Levin, elected Diane Hathaway to the Michigan
Supreme Court, elected Sheriff Braidwood, Drain Commissioner Newman, Road Commissioner Michalec and
retained control of the County Commission. Your support in the past is appreciated and the party looks forward
to your continued participation. Call if you need more tickets or information.

If you have any donation(s) for the silent auction, call Bruce & Laurel Robb at 989-725-2889----
860 Krust Dr., Owosso, M1 48867 by April 11"

Adults $20 or 2 for $35; Seniors & Students $15 or 2 for $25; Children 12 & under $10

Checks should be made out to the: Shiawassee County Democratic Party. Corporate checks cannot
be accepted. Any amount from one person that is $20.01 or more must be in written form (check or money
order). Please complete all the information on each ticket.

BY TUESDAY, APRIL 14TH, PLEASE SEND OR REPORT CHECKS AND RESERVATIONS TO:
CAROL SPANIOLA 517 W. CORUNNA AVE., CORUNNA, MI 48817 PHONE: 989-743-3293
E-MAIL: cburger7@verizon.net

THANK YOU,
Carol Spaniola and the
Shiawassee County Dems

KErAEAAkAAAAAAAIAAIAAAIAAAIAIAAAIAAAEAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAArAAkrrhhdhhhhhhihikihiihkiiikki

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT, CONSIDER A SPONSORSHIP OF THIS EVENT

SILVER SPONSOR: $50.00 GOLD SPONSOR: $100.00
*2 DINNER TICKETS *2 DINNER TICKETS

*NAME LISTED AS *NAME LISTED AS

SILVER SPONSOR GOLD SPONSOR

WITH ¥ PAGE MESSAGE WITH % PAGE MESSAGE

IN THE PROGRAM IN THE PROGRAM

*RESERVED TABLE SEATING

PLATINUM SPONSOR: OVER $125.00
*3 DINNER TICKETS

*NAME LISTED AS PLATINUM SPONSOR
WITH FULL PAGE MESSAGE

IN THE PROGRAM

*RESERVED TABLE SEATING

*Sponsors please print your name(s) & message as you would like it to appear in the program.
*Sponsorships must be finalized by April 10th in order to confirm for printing & reservations.
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DEMOCRATS
ONLINE

By: Christine Barry

Hello Democrats! 1’'m writing
today to tell you about the online
organizing activities for the
Shiawassee Dems.

As | hope you all know, our
official website is located at
www.shiawasseedems.com, and
our online store can be found at
www.cafepress.com/shiawasseedems.
Our website has been recently
redesigned, and our store has been
updated with new merchandise to
celebrate the election of President
Obama. (We no longer offer the
very popular “I am already
smarter than the President” infant
onesie)

A few months ago we expanded
our online activities to include
some great new “web 2.0” tools.
We are now active on MySpace,
Facebook, and Twitter. We also
have a Flickr photostream, a
youtube channel, and an
improved newsletter that allows
us to email our blog posts and any
special announcements to our opt-
in mailing list.

These new social media tools
allow us to share information
quickly, with a much larger

audience than just the people who
visit our website. In effect, we
are now able to deliver
information to the desktops
interested parties, rather than wait
for them to come to our site.

To participate in our new social
networks:

e Follow us on Twitter:
http://www.twitter.com/
shiawasseedemg
e Join us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/gH
pup.php?gid=2872354913
e Friend us on MySpace:
http://www.mys pace.comA
shiawasseedem
e Subscribe to our YouTube

video channel:
Www.youtube.com/user/
ShiawasseeDemocrats

And remember, if you have
suggestions or comments, or you
want to publish an article on the
site, email Chad at
chad@shiawasseedems.com or
Christine at
info@shiawasseedems.com

HUCK TAKES
ON LANSING

Greetings to our
Shiawassee Democratic friends!

We always enjoy visiting
with you at 4th District events, at

State Conventions and with some
of you, now in our Lansing
offices.

Although you don't have a
"Democratic" representative at the
Capitol, I hope you'll feel free to
view us as your 4th District voice
in Lansing. I'm also pleased to
work with your two other 4th
District state colleagues:
Representatives Joel Sheltrown
and Dan Scripps. Many of you
have helped them win their
elections as well, and they're
always ready to help get out the
Democratic perspective here.

You may be interested to
know about the very first bill |
introduced. It was "hatched" by
Shiawassee's "Bus" Spaniola,
your former state rep. At his
urging, we've proposed a new
fundraising state license plate
which celebrates our history.
Proceeds from this plate would be
split between the state historical
museum and local historical
societies.

Just as we have been
honored to have Bus advise our
campaign and Legislative office
operations, his idea on the
historical plates and advice
on introducing this bill is a credit
to your county's political
leadership.

Please feel free to visit us if
you're in Lansing, or call us toll
free at;: 877-HUCK-70th.

Mike “Huck” Huckleberry
State Representative 70" Dist.

Materials & printing donated by the
Shia. County Democratic Party
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Stabenow, Levin Announce $100 Million in Federal Grant
Funding Available for Public Transit Systems to Reduce
Energy Consumption, Greenhouse Gas Emissions

WASHINGTON — U.S.
Senators Debbie Stabenow (D-
MlI) and Carl Levin (D-MI)
announced today that Michigan
public transit agencies can apply
for grant funding in the
American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (ARRA)
through the Department of
Transportation (DOT) for capital
investments that will assist in
reducing the energy consumption
or greenhouse gas emissions of
public transportation systems. A
total of $100 million will be
made available to communities
across the nation through a
competitive grant process based
on proposals put together by
local transit agencies and
submitted by May 22, 2009.

“Investing in energy efficient
vehicles and public transit
systems is vital to our state’s
continued leadership in the
emerging green economy,” said
Stabenow. “I am pleased that
transit agencies throughout our
state will be able to apply for this
grant funding, so they can

implement new projects that
create good-paying jobs.”

“Investments that will create jobs
promptly and benefit citizens in
the long term are exactly what
the economy needs.” Levin said.
“These grants have great
potential to help Michigan
communities improve public
transportation and lead the way
nationally in the use of green
technologies.”

Grant funding will be awarded as
part of the Federal Transit
Administration’s (FTA) Transit
Investments for Greenhouse Gas
and Energy (TIGGER) grant
program. Projects will compete
for a portion of the funds on the
basis of how much their
proposed capital investment is
expected to reduce either energy
consumption or greenhouse
gases, or both. The maximum
proposal request is $25 million
and the minimum is $2 million.

The FTA will allow multiple
transit agencies to consolidate
their projects within one
proposal to reach the minimum
level. Transit agency proposals
or consolidated proposals can be
submitted on behalf of transit
agencies by other organization
such as state departments of
transportation. Grants will be
made for particular projects
directly to public transportation

agencies. In addition to the
anticipated reduction in energy
or greenhouse gasses, the
projects will be rated on their
return on investment, and
whether a proposal is a good
example of this kind of project
and is something the can be
replicated elsewhere.

FTA will post application
instructions as well as answers to
common questions and a
calculator to assist in
determining reductions of energy
consumption or greenhouse gas
emissions on its website at
www.fta.dot.gov.




Help us continue to get the Democratic message into our community!

I want to be a member of the Shiawassee county Democratic Party!
Enclosed is my donation of $ &

name

address

email address

*Basic membership is $5/year. No dues or donation necessary to join.

Send to: Shiawassee County Democratic Party
C/O Laurel Robb, Treasurer
860 Krust Dr., Owosso, M| 48867

phone number

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Pasta & Politics Friday, April 17" Corunna

Jeff-Jack Friday, April 25"  Detroit
o Shiawassee Dems  Tuesday, April 28" Corunna
Meeting

Shiawassee Dems  Tuesday, May 26 Corunna
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